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to an anonymous donor, this happy young lady 
has her own bicycle. Twenty-one other children 
received bikes and/or skateboards and helmets 
because of this donor’s generosity.

Ways You Helped Children Last Year8
192

foster and vulnerable 
youth received a college 

scholarship 1,751
kids were provided new 

beds and bedding

1,360
stuffed backpacks were 

provided to children for the 
new school year

2,043
victims of alleged child 

abuse received treatment 
and hope at the Children’s 

Assessment Center

980
children were given 

new clothing

280
families received one-time 
rental or utility assistance

32,606
children received a gift 

at the holidays 

118,304
Total number of services 

to children in need

THANKS
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Sometimes it’s hard to grasp the 
significance of what appears to 
be a “given” for a high school 
graduating senior. After all, once 
a student has overcome almost 
13 years of academic hurdles—
late night cram sessions, endless 
homework, and college prep 
testing—becoming a high school 
senior is a badge of honor and 
an achievement. 
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Imagine the excitement of realizing 
your academic accomplishments 
and finally seeing the light at the 
end of the tunnel. There is so much 
to look forward to—senior prom, 
graduation ceremonies, and grad 
night—not to forget the other 
components that go along with 
graduation such as a yearbook, cap 
and gown, class ring, graduation 
announcements, and prom. These 
things may not seem like much 
for some, but for a displaced or 
impoverished youth, the financial 
impact is tremendous.
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Cindy* describes what it meant for 
her when she received graduation 
financial support from Children’s 
Fund. “Being an unaccompanied 
student has been bittersweet. While 
nothing compares to the support 
of a parent, nothing could have 
prepared me for the overwhelming 
compassion I have received through 
your grad support.” She continues, 
“It meant the world to me. You 
helped one less kid feel alone.”

In Cindy’s short lifetime, she has 
endured severe neglect resulting 
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Graduation Support Makes a Difference to Students

(continues on page 4)
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On a beautiful day in June, golfers and 
volunteers joined Children’s Fund at Red Hill 
Country Club in Rancho Cucamonga for the 
26th Annual Children’s Fund Golf Classic. 
Highlights of the day included:
• Jane, a single mother of four children, 

shared her struggles with homelessness, 
unemployment, and providing the basics for 
her family.  She also demonstrated how a small 
amount of help from Children’s Fund made a 
tremendous difference in her life.

• Thanks to generous in-kind donations and an 
engaged audience, the silent and live auction 
raised over $31,000.

• Generosity was beautifully demonstrated 
in the collection of over $29,000 for our 
Emergency Needs Program during our Fund a 
Cause portion of the day.

• Nearly $243,000 in revenue was generated for 
Children’s Fund.

• Sponsorship support made the difference with 
special appreciation going out to our largest 
sponsor, a collaboration of Diversified Pacific 
Communities, Colonies Crossroads, Jeff & 
Kellie Burum Family, and National CORE.

The end of summer is 
nearing, and for many 
of us, this is a time to 
prepare for what comes 
next. Some children in 
our county are not able 
to adequately prepare 
for back to school. 

6,489 children are 
currently separated from their families and live in foster 
care in San Bernardino County.  When you support 
Children’s Fund, you are making a difference in the lives 
of these children.  You show them you care by providing 
them a new backpack and school supplies for the first day 
of school and scholarships to college so they can break 
the destructive cycles of poverty in their families.

End of summer is also a time for transition. 
Some of Children’s Fund’s Board Members are 
transitioning off of the board. Thank you to Lee 
Jackman, Steve Lambert, Richard Madsen, James 
Mead, Cheryl Towers, and Mark Wolkenhauer for 
their dedication to the children. We know that 
their commitment to Children’s Fund isn’t ending 
because their board term has. They each continue 
to support our efforts to provide a bright future 
for every child. Thank you for being a part of our 
Children’s Fund family!

Lastly, we want to welcome Rachel Connelly and 
Chris Palmer as they transition onto our board and 
join us in giving support, opportunity, and hope to 
our vulnerable children. On behalf of the children 
we serve, we are thankful for your continued 
commitment to bright futures!

We hope to see you next year for the 27th Annual Children’s Fund Golf Classic on June 10, 2019.



This summer, Neal Waner, CFP, 
Partner at Stout Payne Waner, 
a Wealth Management firm in 
Redlands, ended his term as 
Chair of the Board of Directors 
at Children’s Fund, a position 
he held for two years. He will 
continue serving on the board for 
one year as Immediate Past Chair.

“I am succeeded by a very strong 
board chair in Gary Ovitt, who 
served as Vice Chair for the past two 
years,” said Neal.  

After serving as Treasurer, Vice 
Chair, and Chair of the board, Neal 
looks back on his time at Children’s 
Fund. “One of my greatest 
accomplishments as Chair is landing 
Cid as our new President & CEO.”

Neal is also pleased with two events 
that occurred during his term. “The 
30th Anniversary Celebration was 
great and transitioning to a new and 
different golf tournament this year 
was an opportunity to build upon 
the success of the first 25 years and 
remain the premier tournament of 
the region.”

During his term as Board Chair, 
Neal took action on another “first” 
when he made a Planned Gift to 
Children’s Fund, the first planned 
gift ever made to the organization.

“Planned Giving is when individuals 
remember the nonprofit in their 
estate plan.  That can be formally in 
their trust or their will. Or it can be 
as simple as naming Children’s Fund 
as a partial beneficiary on an IRA, an 
annuity or a life insurance policy.”

Neal states that he wanted to show 
leadership to his fellow board 

Neal Waner

Stacy Edwards
Executive Assistant

“Mahatma Gandhi once 
said, ‘the true measure of 
any society can be found 
in how it treats its most 
vulnerable members.’ It’s 
an honor to be a part of 
Children’s Fund as we work to build the type of society 
that values, protects, and listens to children.”

Vanessa Boekenoogen
Marketing Coordinator

“I love being part of the 
Children’s Fund family 
because I get to be 
CREATIVE in the way we 
help children. Every day, 
I’m inspired to explore new 
ideas to live out our mission. I’m grateful that the artist 
in me has found a place to call home.” 

Meet Our New Team Members

members, and show how easy it 
was to give in this manner.  “So, at 
a board meeting,” Neal explains, 
“I pulled out my beneficiary 
designation form and changed my 
beneficiary to Children’s Fund.” 

Children’s Fund is grateful to 
Neal for his leadership the past 
two years serving as Board Chair 
and always encouraging others to 
support our vision of creating “a 
bright future for every child.” 
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from her parent’s drug abuse and 
she was separated from her siblings. 
Despite the many challenges she 
faced, her focus remained on her 
academics. Cindy was so grateful to 
be able to purchase a class ring and 
a yearbook that she hopes to one 
day pay it forward. 

Grad Support was made possible 
through the outpouring of generosity 
coordinated at the Annual Holiday 
Luncheon given by the Bonnes 
Meres Auxiliary of Children’s Fund. 
Their amazing commitment and 
gracious donation allowed 55 
graduating high school seniors the 
opportunity to feel celebrated and 
accomplished at the end of their 
high school years. Most of all, it 
made the students feel that they 
weren’t alone in their achievements.  

Jessica*, a young mom of a baby 
girl, finished school a year early, and 
with honors. She shared, “Thank you 
for your part in my journey. If it wasn’t 
for you, I would never have attended 

prom, purchased a cap and gown, 
and attended grad night. It was 
honestly such an amazing feeling!”

The high school counselors who 
recommended their students for this 
unique opportunity also expressed 
their thankfulness. One counselor, 
Dee*, shared that she had stressed 
over the many deserving students 
who were unable to afford the 
things that came so naturally for 
others. She said that in the past, the 
counselors often dug into their own 

continued from page 1

pockets to pay for some of those 
items but it had become almost 
impossible with the increase in 
need. She talked about the way 
the students’ eyes lit up and the 
huge smiles they wore when they 
were told about the support they 
would be receiving. She attended 
the graduations of her students 
and stated that she witnessed so 
much confidence as they walked 

to receive their diploma. “It was 
as if we all had a hand in their 
walking proudly towards their 
achievement.”

This support even rippled 
throughout the community. One of 
the vendors, John D’Arca of D’Arca 
Formalwear, graciously worked 
with six students to purchase prom 
attire. D’Arca has been a valued 
Children’s Fund partner for the past 
few years serving disadvantaged 
youth during two other programs—

Senior Celebration and Prom 
Extravaganza. 

D’Arca knows first-hand the 
impact that a nice outfit makes 
on the youth who are in need. He 
described the expressions on their 
faces as they tried on their tuxedos 
or prom dresses. “Many kids,” he 
said, “don’t have a chance to get 
dressed up and feel special. We’re 
thrilled that we get to be a part of 
this special moment in their lives. 
We look forward to this opportunity 
every year.” 

Children’s Fund acknowledges 
the hard work and dedication of 
the Bonnes Meres Auxiliary and 
is deeply grateful and touched by 
the generous gift that made this 
unique opportunity possible. This 
is the second year that the Auxiliary 
has supported graduating seniors 
and it was very timely, as the need 
nearly doubled in size from the 
previous year.

Each recipient of this amazing 
donation has expressed how much 
it has meant to them. The support 
will forever be remembered and 
cherished.

By Syrone Harvey, Children’s Fund 
Program Coordinator

Photography by Esteban Rivera 

“If it wasn’t for you, I would never 
have attended prom, purchased a 
cap and gown and attended grad 
night.”- Jessica, graduating senior

*Names have been changed.
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When Children’s Fund serves the 
various individual and unique 
needs of vulnerable children 
throughout San Bernardino 
County, sometimes a request 
extends beyond the typical basic 
needs of clothing, food, and 
shelter.

Providing financial assistance 
with orthodontia care is one such 
example. Jonathan’s* social worker 
submitted an orthodontic request 
to cover the costs associated with 
his need for braces. Jonathan, a 
boy from San Bernardino County, 
was living with his aunt and uncle 
who were struggling with how they 
could afford to pay for his braces. 

The aunt and uncle were both 
retired and living on a fixed income 
when they eagerly opened their 
hearts and home to their nephew. 
Due to the severity and condition 
of his teeth, Jonathan was limited 
to what he could eat. Most foods 
caused him pain as his teeth 
were out of alignment and in 
such bad shape. Braces were the 
recommended fix.  

opportunity.

There are a number of children just 
like Jonathan who are currently 
receiving ortho care assistance from 
Children’s Fund, in partnership with 
San Bernardino County Children 
and Family Services.

Orthodontia care is just one of 
the many ways that Children’s 
Fund adapts to provide support, 
opportunity, and hope for a bright 
future.

*Name has been changed.

The social worker went through 
the required process to submit a 
request for assistance to Children’s 
Fund, which included obtaining 
several estimates for treatment, 
photos/X-rays and a detailed 
treatment plan.  She submitted the 
request for ortho assistance which 
was carefully reviewed, and then 
approved. Jonathon was ecstatic 
when he received the news.

His aunt sends Children’s Fund 
new photos every month and 
reports that even though the 
process isn’t always pleasant, 
Jonathan always has a smile on his 
face and is thankful to receive this 

Jonathan’s 
Story


